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Woodlots the Island Way: Cape Mudge
By SARA GRADY
Few would deny that Quadra Island is a little
piece of paradise. This September, members of
the BC Federation of Woodlot Associations and
the Woodlot Product Development Council will
be visitors in this beautiful region during their
Annual General Meeting, hosted by the North
Island Woodlot Association.
Members of the We Wai Kai First Nation call
it home. The band operates two of the island’s
woodlots, maintaining the delicate balance
between the economic, social and environmental
imperatives that come to bear in this pristine
part of the west coast.
The Cape Mudge Woodlot Licences occupy
1600 hectares on the north end of Quadra Island,
and boast some of the most robust forestland in
the province. Towering Douglas fir thrive on the
east coast, hearty Hemlock on the west. With
the price of Hemlock climbing on the market,
returns on this part of the operation have been
healthy. The demand in China, Japan, Korea
and the US keeps the flow of timber going, and
while the Cape Mudge contribution is small
on a world scale, it’s substantial for the band’s
bottom line.
The We Wai Kai Nation has been selectively
logging on Quadra Island since the 1970s,
and acquired their woodlot licenses in 2007.
According to Band Manager Brian Kelly, the
woodlot model was a perfect fit. It allowed the
Band to continue managing small lots of timber,
harvesting blocks, replanting and stand tending,
conforming to the provincial guidelines for
woodlot management, as well as the Quadra
Land Use Plan. The Land Use Plan was drafted

The We Wai Kai First Nation operates its woodlot licenses on Quadra Island effectively within some of the most
diverse ecosystems in the province.

in the 1980s to govern the specific “Visual
Quality Objectives” such as cut block sizes and
locations, treatment of old growth forests, and
responding to the concerns of local residents
and environmentalists.
It’s an unlikely marriage of interests on Quadra
Island. One spouse thrives on the eco-tourism
opportunities the island has to offer: sport fishing,
kayaking, hiking, whale watching. The other
relies on the revenue from timber sales through
the judicious management of the working forest.
The We Wai Kai Nation, like other woodlotters
on the island, has succeeded in striking a healthy
balance in this partnership, and is upholding the
standards and values of the woodlot program
in the province.

2013 CONFERENCE
Keynote Address: Steve Thomson,
Minister of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resources
The North Island Woodlot
Association is hosting the joint
conference for the Federation of
BC Woodlot Associations and the
Woodlot Product Development
this year. The conference takes
place in Campbell River from
Sept. 19 – Sept. 22.

Woodlot licensee hosts inaugural planting
for BC Forest Carbon Partnership
BC’s forests were a global “carbon sink”
until 2003 – they absorbed more carbon than
they produced. Devastating wildfires and an
unprecedented pine beetle infestation changed
all that, however.
With 60 percent of BC’s landbase comprised
of forest, 95 percent of which is owned by
the provincial government, the loss of trees
and groundcover as a result of these natural
disasters turned vast tracts of land into carbon
emitters.
An innovative new program, unveiled in
June, is set to reverse the negative effects of
the deforestation of public land by engaging
the private sector. And the first steps were taken
on Woodlot Licence #344 in BC’s Southern
Interior.
The BC Forest Carbon Partnership is a
program managed by the Carbon Offset
Aggregation Cooperative that gives
private companies from around the globe
an opportunity to reforest Crown land, in
exchange for commensurate carbon offsets.
With 18 million hectares decimated by the
pine beetle, and a current government budget
that can only fund the replanting of roughly Forests Minister Steve Thomson, Kelowna-Lake Country MLA Norm Letnick and Lisa Marak from the
FBCWA were on hand at Woodlot License #344 in Kelowna for the planting of the first tree as part of
300,000 hectares, private sector support is vital
the BC Forest Carbon Partnership.
to the health of the province’s forests.
“If we do nothing, there’s no forest in 100 keep the trees.”
There’s already been considerable interest
years,” says MaryAnn Arcand, Chair of the
Those trees provide both social and in the program from companies locally, and
Cooperative. “The losses would be immense, economic benefits. Workers in silviculture, abroad. Some are looking to enhance their
for the environment, and the economy.”
bioenergy, logging and manufacturing will carbon offset inventory, others are looking
According to Arcand,“it’s a win-win scenario feel the effects, both in the near and long-term. to make a social contribution. Whatever the
for BC. Outside investors fund the planting and Parkland, watersheds and riparian zones will motives, BC’s forests – and the forestry sector –
maintenance, and the trees become a Crown be rehabilitated, enhancing wildlife habitat and will be getting a much-needed shot in the arm.
asset. We get a sustainable, working forest. We recreational spaces.

