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Up next is the panel discussion on Wildfire Impacts, Prevention and Risk Reduction.  
We have 5 very knowledgeable panelists who will make their presentations followed 
by Diane Nicholls, BC’s Chief Forester discussing whether or not BC needs to change 
its forest management paradigm to reduce the risk of volatile, catastrophic wildfires.  
That will be followed by an open discussion period, so please note your questions 
and save them to the end.  
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In 2017, approximately 1,300 wildfires burnt 1.2M hectares.  $568M was spent on 
direct fire fighting costs alone.  And 65,000 people were evacuated from their homes. 

The lions share of the fires occurred around Williams Lake, 100 Mile House, Clinton, 
Cache Creek and all the small communities and rural residents in between were 
impacted. 
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At the time the AGM location and theme was selected, little did we know what was 
going to happen in 2018.  Not as many people had to be evacuated, and the amount 
of money spent on fire suppression was less, but In terms of hectares - more forests 
were burned than in 2017. 
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2017 & 2018 have been BC’s two worst fire seasons in history …and by quite margin.  
And when you factor in *click*
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2014, BC has 3 of its worst 5 fires seasons in the last 5 years! 
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More area has burned in the last 2 years than in the previous 25 years combined! … 
an estimated 4% of BC’s forested areas.  
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Or to look at it another way, 1 out of every 13 WLs in BC was impacted to some 
extent by a wildfire in the last 2 years!  *click*
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And its not just about how much WL area has burned, its where those WLs are 
located – close to communities!  
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Factor in that the public and media are now more conscious than ever about the impacts of 
wildfires, not just on the forests and animals, but on human health, water, infrastructure and 
other things that society values – it is fitting that we are in here in Williams Lake to talk about 
wildfires including what we can do to prevent them or at least lessen their impact.  

So with all that as the backdrop, we will move into the panel presentations.   

First up is Brian McNaughton who is going to describe his experiences as a 2 time 
evacuee in 2017.  
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