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Originated from sections in the old OBSCR that talked about the ability for a burn plan 
approved by FLNRO to alter some of the provisions in the OBSCR.
Locally there was a multi-stakeholder group, led by FLNRO that developed a series of 
best management practices for smoke management.
Licensees that signed their names to the end of the SMP committed to following the 
BMPs in the SMP.

4 elements to SMP

Timing – CVF only
Smoke release periods - shorter
Daily ignition periods

Smoke sensitivity zones
Alternatives
BMPs
- Pile construction and seasoning
- Planning
- Crew training
- Consultation and notification
- Follow up 
- Signing on the dotted line
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Burn progression

Burn engagement and notification
Burn reporting
Complaint tracking

Focus was on increased attention in HSSZ – more stringent rules which licensees 
committed to.
In LSSZ there was a relaxing of venting requirements to fair/fair.
In MSSZ there was some clarification on when burns could start and how long they 
could burn for.
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Met annually when SMP was under development.

Plans were tweaked each year to ensure lessons learned from previous years were 
incorporated into next iteration.

Also field trips.
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Bulkley SMP endeavored to test new criteria when new regulation was in draft.

Feedback form licensees was very positive, particularly the use of BMPs, custom 
venting and  increased communication.
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Smoke management zones rolled out on a provincial basis. 

A draft version of this map was created in 2007 and went through various iterations of 
review to what it is now.
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Zones have changed because criteria are not exactly the same.

High SSZ criteria is the same.
Moderate SSZ smoke release was 3 days in M for SMP and is 4 days in OBSCR.
Low SSZ smoke release was 4 days for L in SMP and is 6 days in OBSCR.
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Sunrise and sunset tables published each year

Examining the ‘burnt surface area’ of a pile the day after it was burned to assess 
whether 2-day burns were realistic, and whether the end of a burn definition was 
grounded.
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Summary & other news:

Open burning is the largest source of fine particulate in BC on an annual basis.

In Bulkley TSA there is a long history of collaboration with licensees on smoke 
management from open burning. This has resulted in protection of air quality (to the 
most part) while giving licensees added tools.

Many criteria in the new OBSCR originated from this collaboration and are close to or 
the same as what has been occurring operationally in the Bulkley for years… Success 
here has given me confidence that the new OBSCR will be successful around the 
province.

Many woodlots will be largely unaffected by the many of the changes in the OBSCR, 
and some will see a relaxation of the requirements.

We are also working on other tools, as per this slide.
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Highlight that this is still a process of continuous improvement and a pertinent issue 
locally.
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Smoke management planning provides opportunities for burning (such as picture on 
left) while preventing accumulation of smoke (such as picture on right).
Pictures are not from the same day
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Bulkley SMP endeavored to test new criteria when new regulation was in draft.

Feedback form licensees was very positive, particularly the use of BMPs, custom 
venting and  increased communication.

18


